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Remarks 

Claims 43-52 remain in this application, and reconsideration is courteously requested. 

It is respectfully submitted that the subject matter of the present claims is not obvious 
under the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 103(a). The '477 Cohen et al. patent discloses a method of 
bonding brackets to teeth using a transfer tray. However, the light sources are arranged along a 
path that is located in a labial direction with respect to the brackets. Cohen et al. does not 
disclose the concept of placing an array of light emitters along a path that is located in an 
occlusal direction from the outer tips of the patient's teeth. 

Additionally, in Cohen et al., light is directed to the orthodontic adhesive in a lingual 
direction from a labial side of the brackets. As such, Cohen et al. does not disclose the act of 
directing light from light emitters in a gingival direction as set out in applicant's claims. Nor 
does Cohen et al. disclose the concept of directing light across the surfaces of the teeth. 

The '473 patent to Hare is directed to dental apparatus for light curing of dental 
impression material. The Hare patent is not directed toward orthodontic methods of bonding 
orthodontic appliances to teeth. By contrast, and with the method taught by Hare, it is important 
that impression material is not bonded to teeth as it cures so that the resulting impression can be 
removed from the oral cavity without damage. 

There is no motivation to alter the Cohen et al. apparatus to fimction in a manner similar 
to the Hare apparatus in order to bond orthodontic appliances to teeth as set out in applicant's 
claims. Hare is not concerned with bonding orthodontic appliances, and this patent is not 
pertinent to the art of bonding appliances to teeth. Hare is also not concerned with curing 
orthodontic adhesives that lie between brackets (which are often opaque) and teeth. One 
attempting to bond orthodontic appliances to teeth would not turn to a dental patent for curing 
dental impression materials. 

In the past, bonding orthodontic appliances to teeth using light-curable materials has been 
carried out by directing light in a lingual direction as described in the Cohen et al. patent. 
Typically, the orthodontists would aim the light curing apparatus toward the mesial and distal 
sides of the bracket in order to cure adhesive along the edge of the bracket. None of the cited 
references suggests directing light across the surfaces of the teeth in a gingival direction in order 
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to bond appliances to teeth. The advantages of such a method are set out in applicant's remarks 
in the amendment dated October 13, 2005. 

Consequently, it is believed that the pending claims represent patentable subject matter 
and reconsideration is courteously requested. 
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